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sentation of a very important topic, containing particularly new 
information concerning ferro-uranium. “The Manufacture of 
Silica Brick,” by H. LeChatelier and B. Bogitch, was mostly 
a detailed discussion of the microscopic characteristics and the 
constituents of bricks burned a t  different temperatures-it should 
have brought out an active discussion, but it did not. Two 
interesting papers followed on partly distilled coal-carbo coal 
and semi coke, by C. T. Malcolmson and G. W. Traer, respec- 
tively. The discussion was lively and brought out very clearly 
the fact that such products are looked to, in the Middle West, 
to replace anthracite coal for household use-an object of great 
national importance. W. H. Blauvelt’s paper on “The By- 
product Coke Oven and its Products,” dealt with nearly the 
same topic. H. R. Collins, of the Fuller Engineering Company, 
discussed “The Use of Coal in Pulverized Form,” which led to 
considerable discussion, in which Mr. Adams, of Milwaukee, 
described the installation of powdered coal firing in locomotive 
boilers in Southern Brazil, using coal with 4 to 5 per cent sul- 
fur. Mr. Adams also invited all present to visit the Milwaukee 
Power Station, where a steam boiler was running regularly on 
powdered coal, a t  high thermal efficiency. Those accepting his 
invitation saw a very simple and effective installation, which 
will doubtless soon be copied in power plants all over the country. 

The meeting as a whole was a great technical success and ful- 
filled admirably its function of instructing and stimulating to 
greater industrial and scientific achievement the metallurgists 
and engineers in attendance. 
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Two subjects have been under consideration by this Com- 
mittee: 

The first was the report of Mr. H. C. Moore, who was ap- 
pointed to work out a suitable method for the determination of 
sulfur in pyrite to replace the faulty Lunge method. His work 
developed the value of a modification of the Allen and Bishop 
method and has been under way for several years. The co- 
operative work this year has given results which are even more 
satisfactory, if anything, than those of previous years and are 
being reported by Mr. Moore in a paper t o  be read before the 
Division a t  this meeting, with the recommendation that the 
method be adopted. 

The other was the DeRoode method for determining potash, 
which was brought to  the attention of the Committee from several 
quarters. A modification of this method was published by 
T. E. Keitt and H. E. Shiver in the Journal of Industrial and 
Engineering Chemistry for March 19 18. 

The results obtained by this method are, in general, con- 
siderably higher than those obtained by the official method and 
the results of preliminary work do not indicate that this is 
due to impurites or other sources of error. 

PAUL RUDXICK, Chaivmaiz C. H JONES 
F. K. CAMERON J. M. MCCANDLESS 
A. J .  PATTBN 

NOTES AND CORRESPONDENCE 1 
THE CENSUS OF CHEMISTS 

Editor of the Journal of Industrial and Engineering Chemistry: 

General Sibert directs me to extend to you the thanks of 
the Chemical Warfare Service of the United States Army for 
your assistance in the census of American chemists fecently 
made by this arm of the service. Without the aid of your 
Journal it would have been impossible to have gained such wide 
publicity for the enterprise, or to have obtained such a prompt 
and altogether satisfactory response from the great body of 
loyal chemists of this country. Well over half of the question- 
naires have been answered, and the rest are daily being re- 
ceived in such numbers as to indicate the completion of the 
task a t  a not far distant date. The War Department is 
thus put in possession of an invaluable set of records a t  ex- 
tremely small expense. 

While the purpose of the questionnaire has been understood 
by nearly all of those who have replied to it, there have been 
B few instances in which it has been mistakenly interpreted as 
a call to immediate service. In order to avoid any misunder- 
standing i t  should be explained that the purpose of the census 
is primarily to put the War Department in control of complete 
information as to the chemical man power of the country, not 
to gain immediate recruits for the Chemical Warfare Service. 
A t  the present time the vacancies in the Service are compara- 
tively few in number. When vacancies occur in the future, 
reference will be had to the tabulated information gleaned from 
the present census, and appointments will be made from the 
names on file, attention being paid to the applicant’s technical 
qualifications, desire to serve, etc. 

The great majority of American chemists will undoubtedly 
never be called upon to serve in a military capacity in the present 

war. The Government, however, must have complete informa- 
tion concerning all chemists, in order that it may select those 
best fitted to perform its work, and a t  the same time interfere 
as little as possible with established essential industries. The 
chemist who, after returning his complete questionnaire, re- 
ceives no call to service, may take i t  for granted that the Gov- 
ernment cannot, for the time being, utilize his services. I n  
the meantime three things are asked of him: 

1 2 T o  keep the Chemical Warfare Service informed of any 
change in his address, his employment, his draft status, or any- 
thing else which might have a bearing on his case. 

2-To notify the Chemical Warfare Service a t  once if he is 
drafted and called to camp. In such a case he should give his 
complete military address. 

3-To help stabilize the industry of the country by con- 
tinuing steadily a t  essential work until the Government notifies 
him that his services are needed elsewhere. 

In addition i t  is requested that all persons send to the Chem- 
ical Warfare Service the names and addresses of any chemists 
of their acquaintance who have not already received the ques- 
tionnaire. Chemists who have already received the question- 
naire but who have not yet returned it should do so at O R C P ,  in 
order that the Government may not be put to the trouble of 
sending out a large number of “follow-up” letters. Any chemist 
who has not received the questionnaire should write for a copy, 
addressing his request t o  the Personnel Section, Administration 
Division, Chemical Warfare Service, U. S A., 7th and B Street% 
N. W ,  Washington, D. C. 
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